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Virgil Lamar Ware: A Dream Denied, A Legacy That Inspires 

Today, I want to share the story of a young boy named Virgil Lamar Ware. I first 
learned Virgil's story at the Southern Poverty Law & Civil Rights Center in Montgomery. He 
was just 13 years old when his life was tragically taken in Birmingham, Alabama, on 
September 15, 1963. This was the same day as the infamous 16th Street Baptist Church 
bombing, which claimed the lives of four young girls. But while that event remains etched in 
history, Virgil’s story is less known, and that’s why it’s so important to remember. 

Virgil wasn’t a public figure. He wasn’t part of any protest or movement. He was just 
a boy with a bicycle and big dreams. One of his dreams was to become a lawyer, to stand 
up for justice, and fight for fairness in a world that often denied people like him those very 
things. But that future was ripped away when he was shot by two white teenagers—just 
because of the color of his skin. His life was cut short, and his dream was never realized. 

Virgil’s death, though often overlooked in history, is a reminder of the deep racial 
hatred that permeated society during the Civil Rights Movement. His story shows that 
children, too, were victims of this violence. It wasn’t just adults in the streets or activists on 
the frontlines. It was innocent kids like Virgil, whose lives were stolen before they had the 
chance to grow, to learn, and to fulfill their potential. 

So, what can we take from Virgil’s story today? First, we remember the importance 
of dreams. Virgil wasn’t just dreaming for himself; he was dreaming for all of us. His desire 
to become a lawyer wasn’t just about the profession—it was about advocating for justice, 
fairness, and equality. Though he didn’t get to fulfill that dream, we can carry it forward. 

Second, Virgil’s story teaches us that the fight for justice didn’t end with the Civil 
Rights Movement. It’s ongoing. While we’ve made progress, the struggle for racial equality 
is far from over. We still face systemic racism, hate crimes, and inequality in many forms. 
Virgil’s dream of a just world is just as relevant today as it was when he first imagined it. 

So how can we honor Virgil’s memory? By sharing his story. By continuing the fight 
for equality and justice. By making sure that every child, regardless of their race, has the 
opportunity to chase their dreams. Virgil’s dream didn’t die with him. It lives on in us—
through our actions, our choices, and our commitment to make this world a better place. 

 


